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SPEECH 


CHARLES JAMES FOX. 


Report of the Addreſs agreed upon laſt night. 


It was read a firſt time. On the ſecond reading, 


when the Clerk came to that part of it which 


contains a contingent probability of our being 


involved in a war, 


Mr. Fox roſe to communicate his thoughts to 
the Houſe on this very important ſubject. That 
part of the addreſs which praiſed the Executive 
Government for its neutrality, could not poſſibly 
be applauded by any man in that Houſe. So far 
was he from thinking that Miniſters deſerved 

B 2 praiſe 


Tur Lord Mayor of London brought up the 


| 
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praiſe | in that reſpeQ, that he thought the Houſe 
of Commons ought to impeach them. His 
opinion was, that from the moment they kney a 

league was formed againſt France, this couutry 
ought to have interferred ; France had juſtice 
completely on her fide, and we, by a prudent 
negociation with the other powers, might have 
prevented the horrid ſcenes which were after. 
wards exhibited, and ſaved too the neceſſity of 
being in our preſent fituation, We ſhould by 
this have held out to Europe a leflon of modera- 
tion, of juſtice, and of di gnity, worthy of a great 
empire this was his opinion, but it was what 
Miniſters neglected. There was one general ad- 
vantage, however, reſulting from this, it taught 
the proudeſt men in this world, that there is an 
energy i in the cauſe of juſtice, which, when once 
ſupported, nothing can defeat. —Thank God, 
Nature had been true to herſelf, Tyranny was 
defeated and thoſe who fought for Freedom 
| were triumphant. Indeed, all thoſe who ſpoke 
for the Miniſtry i in the debate laſt night, infiſted 
on it, that France bad views of aggrandizement 
and general dominion. If lo, why thank the 
_— ] King's 
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King's Miniſters for their neutrality, when, if | 


they are right, we could have checked their 
career? He placed this thought i in various points 
of view, and concluded, that it was impoſſible, 
without abandoning all thought of conliſtency, 
to approve of this part of the addreſs ; but, per- 


haps, they would in point of ſubſtance, abandon 


the neutrality. Then he was naturally led to 
- conſider the ſituation of this country. Whoever 
conceived him to be of opinion that the aggran- 
dizement of France was matter of indifference 
to this country, miſtook him groſsly. He was 
of opinion it might affect us, and affect us deep- 
ly; the queſtion was, how that was to be avoided; 
that he would endeayour to explain; but firſt 
we ſhould know how we came into this ſituation. 
About three years ago France vas ſo inſigni- 
icant a ſpot that it was not even to be ſeen on 
the map of Europe, it was a mere chaſm, but 
ſuddenly, as ſome ſay, but gradually, as he 
thought, the chaſm had been filled up. They 
were now, without one ally, more formidable 
than when they were connected with the Court 
of Spain, had the benediction of the Pope, and 
B g cloſel 
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all praftical purpoſes is that which the people 


"bounds of calculation. Let us then at once lay 
aſide all nicety on the ſubject, and acknowledge 


prejudice, that none but Engliſhmen deſerve to 


. 
elofely allied t to the Houſe of Auftria : but why? 
becauſe all the inhabitants of Europe, who felt 


thy for them, and wiſhed them ſucceſs, regard- 
ing them as men ſtruggling with TYRANTS and 
DESPOTS, and becauſe they were endeavouring 
to form for themſelves a free Government ; but, 
perhaps, he ſhould be told, that France has no 
Government. In order to ſhorten that queſtion 
for the preſent, he would ſay, from the works of 
a certain Author, «That a free Government for 


conſider as ſuch;” ſo it was with the French, 
during the whole of the laſt campaign. The ani- 
ma mating effects of that thought exceeded all the 


the truth. The French have been ſucceſsful on 
account of the nature of their cauſe. Courage, 
and all the bolder virtues, naturally attend free- 
dom. Let us not fooliſhly continue that abſurd 


be free. Liberty hath no attachment to ſoil; 
it was the inheritance of man over every part of 
this 
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this globe, and, here enjoyed, always producedthe 
lame effect. He then took the queſtion of the 
probability of our gaining by a conteſt with, the 
French on the opening of the Scheldt. Firſt, 
he obſerved, the charatter of the Adminiſtration 
of this country at preſent was much againſt it in 
this reſpect: the manner they had armed, threat- 
ened, inſiſted, and afterwards meanly and ſhab- 
bily ſlunk away at the time of trial, &c. gave an 
air of levity to their chreats, and would in future 
teach our enemies to deſpiſe us. The impro- 
bability that our ally, the Court of Berlin, would 
be very eager to enter cordially into ſuch a 
conteſt as this, &c. The Houſe of Auſtria 
might, in this reſpect, be in pretty nearly of the 
ſame temper, not having much reaſon to boaſt 
of its ſucceſs in the laſt campaign. Even in 
Holland, if the conteſt became very ſerious, 
there would be high diviſions, for the haughty 
ariſtocracy there, it was well known, were Anti- 
Stadtholderian ; theſe things he hinted at, to 
ew the dithculties that would occur, and the 
propriety of our not being too haſty in our de- 
terminations. Another reaſon why we ſhould 
pauſe a while, at leaſt why all thoſe who ſpoke 
B 4 lak 
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laſt night in TEM of the Addreſs, ſhould do ſo. 


He meant the internal ſituation of this country, 
II it were true that inſurrections were to be 
| dreaded, tenfold ought to be our caution of. 
entering into hoſtilities with a foreign. power, 
In Ireland, indeed, complaints were ſerious, and 
he was ſure they ought immediately to be re- 
drefled ; 9g-1oths, as ſome ſaid, z-6ths, as others 
ſaid, but certainly 3-4ths of that people were 
in complete political ſlavery. In Scotland too 
there were very ſerious alarms, and the Right 
| Honourable Gentleman, Mr. Dundas, confeſſed 
himſelf he had loſt part of his popularity, 
although for all that he had heard of him, and 
had had an opportunity of obſerving in private, 
there was no man poſſeſſed of powers better 
adapted to conciliate eſteem than. the Right 
Honourable Gentleman'; but the truth was; the 
people of Scotland had been treated with ſname- 
ful indignity ; that Houſe had ſcandalouſly re- 
fuſed to hear them, pretending to know what they 
want better than themſelves, that was not to be 
endured. All theſe conſiderations operated as 


reaſons for our taking time to conſider upon 
this 


bf 


„ 
this important buſineſs. But now the queſtion 
came, how were the calamities of war to be 
avoided in this caſe? He would anſwer “ By 
negociation” open a negociation with the Re- 
public of France, and try every ſtep that can 
be taken, before you expoſe your country to 
the horrors of war. This, he ſaid} was the duty 
of Government. Perhaps, indeed, the Ambaſ- 
ſador of that Republic would not be fine enough 
in his appearence to figure in our Drawing-room, 
and therefore we muſt not endure the thought 
of a negociation, If that was the caſe; Miniſters 
ſhould ſay fo, in order that che good people of 
England might know the important reaſon why 


their blood ſhould be ſpilled, and their treafure 


ſquandered. If fo, the age of chivalry was re- 
vived with à vengeance; but he truſted that 
ſome more ſubſtantial reaſon ſhould be given 
for going to war, and that whenever ve do go to 
war, che Miniſter will have to ſay to the public 
we have tried the effect of a negociation, and 
pacific exprefſion, but to no purpoſe; then they 
ought to expect a genera] concurrence, but until 
then they would certainly be inexcuſable in 
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| proceeding to hoſtilities. Beſides, thoſe who 


thought there were none. with whom a gentle. 


man could treat in public with France were 


much deceived. Mr. Roland, from every thing 


he had heard of him, was a man of liberal infor. 


mation, poliſhed manners, and exemplary morals; 


there were many others, no doubt. He then 


proceeded to' enforce the propriety of negocia- 
tion—So well convinced was he that every 
hour we delayed the negociation was a loſs to 
us, that he ſhould move to-morrow .< An Ad- 
dreſs to his Majeſty to acknowledge the French | 


Republic. —This he ſhould do with more con- 


viction of its propriety than of its ſucceſs; thoſe 
things ſhould not flacken his efforts; all the 


world would acknowledge it bye and bye, al- 


though ſo many affected to deſpiſe it now. He 
was the firſt to throw off the prejudice which 
was once ſo general in this country againſt the 
infant freedom and afterwards independence of 


America. He was old enough to remember 


the names of Waſhington and Adams, thoſe 


two great and noble pillars of Republicaniſm. 


He was old enough to remember, when their 


remonſtrance, 


En ) 

remoſtrance, on behalf of the American States, 
was treated with contempt. Doctor Franklin 
vas, on that occaſion, abuſed without merey by a. 
learned gentleman; and yet ſhortly after all this 
contempt, theſe ſame two Gentlemen contri. 
buted to the forming for the people who enjoy- 
ed it, at leaſt the firſt Conſtitution in the world 
for them, moſt certainly, the beſt form of Go- 
vernment upon earth, for ſo he would venture to 
ſay was the Government of America. 'Shortly 
after this, he, as Secretary of State, ſent over to 
America to treat with this very ſame Dodtor 
Franklin on behalf of this country; this he mult 
have done with an ill grace, if he had joined in 
the abuſe of that Gentleman, and therefore he 
did not wiſh to be ready in ſhewing his con- 
tempt. In ſhort, the Republic of France was 
that which we muſt acknowledge ſooner or 
later; and where was the difficulty? — Was not 
the Republic of this country readily acknow- 
ledged at the time of Cromwell ?—Did not 
Courts vie in their civilities to our new form of 
Government after the execution of Charles? 
an execution, whateyer difference of opinion 


might 


5 \ 
might be entertained about it, had infinitely ef 
injuſtice in it than that which was about to be in. 
3 flected on the unhappy Monarch of F rance: 

but he boped a deed ſo foul would not be 

committed. After pathetically lamenting the 
fate of that unhappy family, he returned to the 
affairs of France, as likely to affect this coun. 
try. We wanted to check the aggrandize- 
ment of France; perhaps not to go to war was 
to check their aggrandizement, for their cauſe 
upon the Continent was popular. They ſaid, 
* that all Governments were their foes.” This 
was too true, and had been of popular ſervice 
to them; but that which ſerved them moſt of 
all was, the deteſtation all Europe had for the 
principles of the leaders of the combined armies. 
They had neither honour nor humanity---When 
the brave, but unfortunate La Fayette, by the 
preſſure of irreſiſtible circumſtances, fell into 
their poſſefſion---inſtead of receiving him as a 
gentleman, wich the dignity that was due to his 
diſtreſs, they ſeized him with fury, locked him 
up like a felon, and cruelly continued to keep 


him in cuſtody, in defiance of the wiſhes and 
compaſſion 


e 
compaſſion of us all, and to provoke the indigna- 
of every virtuous man in Europe. But this 
gentleman had always been a friend to liberty, 
and that was enough to engage their hatred. 
Hear! hear! hear! reſounded from evety part 
of the Houſe, which proved they ſympathiſed 
with this unfortunate gentlemen.)] Mr. Fox 
then proceeded to ſtate ſeveral additional reaſons 
for our opening a negociaton with the Republic 
of France, and concluded with eee an 


amendment to the Addreſs. 
« Truſting that your Majeſty will employ 


every ſpecies of negotiation to prevent the ca- 
lamities of war, that may be deemed- confiſtent 
with the honor and dignity of the Britiſh Na- 
tion,” 

Mr. SHERIDAN, in a ſhort ſpeach, uncom- 
monly well delivered, ſeconded the motion. 

Mr. Bunk E poured out a volley of invec- 
tives againſt the French, and made ſome harſh 
alluſions to Mr. Fox. 

Mr. Fox in explanation ſaid, he was Guy 
again to trouble the Houſe, but there was one 
or two things ftated by the Right Honourable 
| 4 Gentleman, 


K 

Gentleman, which, whether they were meant 
to miſrepreſent what he had ſaid or not, though 
he rather believed it proceeded from miſtake, 
it was neceſſary for him to anſwer. It might 
ſeem from the Right Honourable Gentleman's 
ſpeech, that he, Mr. Fox, had in his ſpeech 
admired and applauded the French Conſtitution 
as worthy of imitation, but that he never did; 
what he had ſaid, and the Houſe muſt have 
underſtood it ſo, was, that it was proper to 
negociate with France ; and it even admitting 
that the Conſtitution of that country was bad, 
ſtill the arguments he had uſed, would apply, 
and to treat with France would be a proper 
meaſure for this country to adopt. What the 
Right Honourable Gentleman had ſaid on that 
point, he mult therefore conſider as declama- 
tion, and a wiſh to ſhew the powers of eloquence 
he poſſeſſed, for he could not believe it was 
meant to decry his doctrines, and render them 
unworthy the attention of the Houſe. Much 
had been ſaid of his love of republicaniſm : on this 
he was afraid that he had almoſt tired the 
Houſe with guarding them againſt ſuch a ſup- 
poſition 
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poſition as that he wiſhed to ſee Republicaniſm 
in this country. But the Right Honourable 
Gentleman had gone a great length indeed, 
when he faid that his propoſing'that a Miniſter | 
ſhould be ſent from this country to France was 
a prelude to murdering the King of England. 
The Right Honourable Getleman muſt have 
been aware that he had often been accuſed-of 
want of loyalty to his Sovereign, which had 
generally been at times when he had joined in 
the arguments and principles of the Right 
Honourable Gentleman. It had likewiſe been 
ſaid that a certain author was often quoted :—it 
might be ſo, and it was becauſe from writings, 
ſpeeches, and doctrines of that Right Honour- 
able Gentleman, he was ready to ſay that he had 
often met with ſuch information and principles 
that he approved and wiſhed to ſupport. 
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